MONOTHEISM OF HINDU RELIGION           95
<ic DIhruva^s Devotion and worship of the Lord.^

Suniti and Sumchi were the two wives of King Uttanapada.
Of these, Suruchi was the more beloved of her lord, but not so
the other one, whose son was Dhruva. On a certain day, while
fondling SumchPs son Prince Uttama, whom he was seated on
his lap, the king did not welcome Dhruva, who too sought to
climb to his lap. Her co-wife's son, thus striving, Suruchi was
s exceedingly proud, and spoke spitefully "O! child;, you are not
fit to ascend the royal throne, in as much as, though sprung from
the king's loins, you were not conceived by me. Propitiating the
Supreme Person through austere penance, seek rebirth as my
son by His grace if you covet the King's throne."

Dejected by the remarks of his step-mother, Dhruva left
his father, who kept gazing mutely, and went away crying loudly
into the presence of h's own mother.
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She told him to take refuge in Him alone, who is so fond
of His devotees and access to whose lotus feet is sought after by
men keen to get liberated; and, imprinting His image on his mind
purified by devotion to his duty and exclusively attached to Him,
and adore the Supreme Person. None other than the Lord with
Lotus-like eyes, can wipe out the sorrow.

Hearing the words thus addressed by his mother which were
conducive to the object sought after by him, Dhruva fully con-
trolled his mind by force of his reason and went away from his
father's capital. When Narada heard of this and learnt what the
child intended to do, he touched the tatter's head with his purifying
hand and said "Oh! the spirit of the Kshatriyas, who cannot brook
insult!. .Though a child, he has taken to heart the stinging words
of his step-mother." Narada said " Sages fail to discover His
path even though they seek for it with the help of abstract
meditation coupled with rigorous self-discipline carried on in
a detached way through numberless births. Therefore, let this
futile pertinacity of yours cease; you may strive when tlie time